New Day A Place That Invests in You
It was 1987 and I had been a Pastor for a few months. The Ministerial Association was very active in the Community and
we had a meeting scheduled on an extra busy day for me, but I wanted to be a part so I re-arranged my schedule and went
to the meeting. From the moment I walked into the room all anybody was talking about was the Stock Market crash from
the day before. It seemed like every Pastor, except me, had lost a significant amount of money. All they wanted to do was
talk and cry about their losses. It wasn’t until several years later when I lost a significant amount of money in a different
Stock Market adjustment that I started to pay any attention to the ups and downs of the market and could sympathize with
their concerns.
Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” NIV
What Jesus was telling us is that what’s important to us is where we will invest our time, our energy and our resources.
What I want to accomplish with this message is to show all of us that we are not only important to God, but we are all
important to New Day Community Church. You matter and since you matter we want to invest in you so that you can
invest in others and God’s kingdom can expand because of our investments into people. It’s while we are investing into
people’s lives that we will experience the most significant spiritual growth in our own lives.

First; The Investment
This morning I want to show us four main ways that we invest in people. Now, we could list some others, but I want us to
focus on these four today. Now, understand that none of us are perfect in these areas, but we are striving for excellence.

Investment #1: Love
Romans 12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love…” NIV
Romans 12:10 “Love one another warmly as Christian brothers and sisters…” GNT
First and foremost, the church is to be a place where we can experience the love of God from the people of God. We don’t
love each other just because we are lovable; we don’t love people because of what someone has done for us or because we
want something in return. We love because we have been loved by God, and we want people to experience God’s love also.
The love that we invest in people is an extension of the love that has been invested in us by God through Jesus Christ.
Now, I’ll be the first one to admit that this is not always easy, but it is something that we must try to do on purpose.
Hebrews 10:24 “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.” NLT
Hebrews 10:24 “Let's see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out.” The Message
Hebrews tells us to “think of ways” or invent ways to love. The idea is that as a church we are to actually plan and discover
ways to invest love into people’s lives. You see, we are a team and we are to look for as many ways as possible to invest
love into people’s lives.

Investment #2: Time
Ephesians 5:15-16 “Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the
unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people), 16 Making the very most of the time [buying up
each opportunity], because the days are evil.” AMP
God’s Word challenges us to make good use of our time. We need to use our time wisely and one of the ways to do that is
to invest time in the lives of people.

Investment #3: Guidance

Colossians 1:28 “So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God
has given us. We want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ.” NLT
New Day Community Church is here to help us and others mature in our faith so that we can live our lives in a way that
will impact our lives and other’s lives in a positive way.
Our goal is to invest what God has taught us into your life so that you can invest it into other people’s lives. That is exactly
how we as a church invest ourselves in the lives of others. As Paul wrote in this verse; “warning and teaching with the
wisdom that God has given to us.”

Investment #4: Support
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the
source of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled,
we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.” NLT
Let’s take a short test! What troubles does God offer to comfort us in? He offers to comfort us in all of our troubles. Why
does God comfort us in our troubles? God comforts us so that we can comfort other people.

Discussion: Pick one of these investments and discuss how we can begin
using it to invest into people’s lives.
So, that’s the investment that we need to make into each other’s lives as well as the lives of people that God has placed into
our lives.

Second, The Return
Now, what I mean by return is that of expectations. We expect these things to happen in our lives and in our Church when
we invest into other people’s lives.

Expectation #1. Unity
Romans 15:5 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves
as you follow Christ Jesus.” NIV
Ephesians 4:3 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” NIV
John 17:21 “I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you.
And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” NLT
Psalm 133:1 “How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!” NIV
Over and over again God’s Word calls us to unity. Unity is something that we must strive for; it is something that releases
God’s power into our lives and Church. Unity shows the world that Jesus is God’s son and it draws people to a place of
wanting to experience what we are experiencing.

Expectation #2. Devotion
Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer.” NIV

They devoted themselves to these things because God had invested into their lives through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
That investment led them to pour out their hearts to God and to fellow believers. When people are being invested in they
will begin to have a deeper level of devotion or commitment to both God and to fellow believers.

Expectation #3. Growth
Romans 1:11-12 “For I long to visit you so I can bring you some spiritual gift that will help you grow strong in the
Lord. 12 When we get together, I want to encourage you in your faith, but I also want to be encouraged by yours.”
NLT
Mutual investment results in mutual growth. When we invest in people it will help them to grow strong in their relationship
with God and in turn we too will be encouraged, strengthened and will grow in our faith.

Expectation #4. Fulfillment
We have discussed this allot in recent weeks, but when we have discovered our SHAPE and are investing our lives into
others through ministering to them we will experience an incredible level of fulfillment. We will sense God’s blessings;
people will be touched for God, lives changed and families transformed.

Application: Look for a way to invest into the life of someone already in the
New Day Family. Also, pray that God would direct you to how
He wants you to begin investing into the life of someone who
is not yet a part of the New Day Family.

